
Protecting the Sea’s 
Most Majestic Animal
The problem:
Trapped in abandoned fishing nets, hit by shipping 
traffic, disoriented and beached by noise pollution 
like sonar, whales are facing more threats than ever 
before. Global warming is also hitting them hard, as 
food sources are migrating or dying out. 
Not only are whales’ ancient underwater pathways 
becoming more and more lethal, the danger from the 
surface is increasing too, as whaling ships continue 
the pointless slaughter. The Government of Japan 
kills up to 1,200 whales a year in the Southern and 
Pacific Oceans, all in the name of science, yet the 
whale meat ends up on restaurant tables. 

Our solution:
At IFAW, we want to see a world where whales 
live free from human threats, with their future 
safeguarded for generations to come. That’s why 
we’re taking action to make the world’s oceans safer, 
protecting whales from pollution, ocean noise, 
fishing gear entanglement and ship strikes, while also 
fighting to put an end to whaling once and for all. 
From New England to Zanzibar, we’re encouraging 

How you can help:
GET INVOLVED  Take your friends and family 
on a whale watch to see just how magnificent these 
animals can be in the wild. 
DONATE  Your gift will help us bring an end to the 
cruelty of commercial whaling and protect whales from 
entanglement, ocean noise and ship strikes. To donate, go 
to www.ifaw.org/donate or call us on 1-800-932-4329.

people to adopt whale-friendly fishing gear that will 
save whales from entanglement and death. We’re also 
working to cut devastating noise pollution and have 
convinced the Russian government to cancel seismic 
testing in the only known feeding area of Western 
Pacific gray whales, the world’s most endangered 
whale. To protect whales from collisions with ships, 
we secured new regulations in the United States in 
2009. In the same year, IFAW continued to expose 
Japan’s ongoing trade in the meat of hundreds of 
whales it kills for “science”.
Research can save whales too. In Russia, beluga whales 
flock to one particular cove to give birth, yet the cove 
is perilously close to a shipping lane. Our research will 
help us understand why the whales are acting this way, 
and what we can do to protect them from the ships. 
We also work at the International Whaling 
Commission (IWC) to protect whales through 
science and international law. In June 2010, we held 
the line against commercial whaling and stopped a 
misguided proposal to legitimize hunting of whales 
by Japan, Iceland and Norway.  IFAW’s expertise 
and the powerful voice 
of our supporters make a 
critical difference for whales 
worldwide.  Please join us in 
protecting these gentle giants 
of the sea. 
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FAST FACTS  Almost 30,000 whales 
have been slaughtered by whalers in the last 20 
years – despite the whaling ban.
 Whale watching is worth an estimated US$2 billion 
a year. IFAW promotes whale watching around the 
world. 

 IFAW helped save one of the world’s last pristine 
gray whale nurseries in Baja, California. Only about 100 Western Pacific gray whales 

remain. IFAW is protecting their critical feeding 
areas from the devastating effects of oil and gas 
exploration off the Russian coast. 
 IFAW’s Marine Mammal Rescue and Research 
team responds to hundreds of beached dolphins, pilot 
whales and other animals stranded on the beaches of 
Cape Cod every year. 


